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and antithetical idea he had none, and he always knew that
"God is the great unity, in which every man's particular
being is contained and made one with others, so that living-
in Him we have, as it were, one common heart". These
are the common topics of ancient and modern moralists
in all ages and climes. The peacock, spreading his
gorgeous plumage and piquing the pride of the other birds,
is an ugly sight. The person who trumpets forth his own
virtues, plays into the hands of his enemies foolishly and
unconsciously, so that they may assail the castle of Alma
and take it at once. The envious detractors were called
by the excellent Master 'moral lepers'. It has been said
by Addison that the inestimable blessing, called the health
of the soul, can be had, only when we drive out our chief
aggressor, pride/ the root of all the countless evils, which
we cannot enumerate. Christ said, "Blessed are the poor
in spirit, for the kingdom of Heaven is for them." And
this meekness of spirit cannot co-exist with the tendency
to fault-finding in others. The one evil leads up to another,
so that at the end there rises the Himalayan pile of sin
and sorrow, which crushes us down. So, this negative
virtue is enforced by all religions.
The Ahimsa commandment of the Master also touches
all religions—Jainism, Buddhism, Brahmanism. The
Ahimsa doctrine of the Master did not perhaps originate
merely in his realization of the Universal Soul-in-All-Things,
his conviction of the homogeneity of all created beings.
Or, in other words, it did not originate in a sense of world
and life negation, although, in the history of religious
thought, the Ahimsa cult may be traced to the mere ethic
of non-activity in man's relations with inferior creatures.
Arising purely from the ethic of keeping one's own self un-
polluted, the Ahimsa commandment, in later times came to
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